Nitroalkanes as new, ideal precursors for the synthesis of benzene derivatives.
Nitroalkanes have emerged, in the past few years, as powerful acyclic building blocks to synthesize polyfunctionalized benzene derivatives, avoiding any serious regiochemical ambiguities due to the activating/deactivating and orienting effects of the substituents. Many of these procedures are realized in a one-pot process or a few-step sequence. This feature article describes recent results, mainly from our group, in this field.